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arrest murderers, robbers, and certain
other offenders, and to give up stolen
property tracked to their boundary.1
Failure to comply with these provisions
entails a fine on the whole village. The
headman, besides being endowed with
petty magisterial and civil authority, is
authorized to enforce from the villagers
the multitudinous duties enjoined on them
by the law. These include measures of
sanitation, the construction and repair of
roads or of stockades, the despatch of
official letters, keeping watch at night, the
reporting of the arrival of visitors, the
provision of transport for officials or
labour for public works. All these ser-
vices except the last must be performed
without remuneration. In addition to
these duties the headman collects the
revenue, for which he receives a com-
mission, and assists generally in the pre-
vention and detection of crime. It will
be admitted that this village law, if
1 Compare the law of Khammorabt: " If the robber is
not caught . . , the town and its governor within the
limits of which the robbery took place shall give back
to him everything he has lost/'